Differential immune response in two handled inbred strains of mice.
C57BL/10J and BALB/cJ mice, outfostered at birth to C3H/2Ibg dams were subjected to handling on days 1 through 20 of life. Their plaque forming cell (PFC) response to sheep red blood cells as adults on day 5 post-immunization was compared to the PFC response in non-handled control mice. The PFC response of handled C57BL/10J mice was significantly suppressed compared to the PFC response in non-handled mice while the response of the handled and non-handled BALB/cJ mice was not significantly different.